THEOLOGY
Steps to Discovering a Career

1.  Assess the gifts you have.  
(Take a spiritual gifts inventory or the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator.)

2.  Define the cultural identity of the people you want to serve and their needs (age, gender, income, etc.).

3.  Determine your denominational identity or type of faith community with whom you identify.
4.  Identify the level of stress you are able to handle within a work environment and how others perceive you handle stress.

5.  Find out your church’s ordination process.

6.  Research post-graduate possibilities (www.ats.org).

7.  Evaluate your past experience with future possibilities.  Look to combine existing interests and skills with ministry.  There may be a niche for you.

8.  Be able to clearly articulate your faith and your theology.

9.  Create a strong resume.

10.  Network!  Talk with people who have the careers that interest you.

Possible Interview Questions:

1.  Tell us about your call to ministry.

2.  Describe your work ethic.

3.  How do you handle conflict?

4.  How do you interpret scripture?

5.  What are your hopes and dreams for this position?

6.  How does your family feel about your ministry?

7.  How will you balance your family and your work?
8.  When was the last time you failed and how did you respond?

9.  To what type of ministry do you feel you are being called?

*Be prepared to answer “hot topic” questions on social issues such as teenage drinking or 

sexual orientation.

Networking in Ministry:

1.  Develop social and academic relationships with professors.

2.  Get to know people in the fields you want to work in.

3.  Start and maintain a peer group – even after you have found a job.

4.  Conduct informational interviews.

5.  Inquire about alumni, where they are working and how to contact them.

6.  Contact placement people at organizations within your denomination (such as the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship).  Find out the names of state coordinators.

BAPTIST ORGANIZATIONS

Alliance of Baptists



Associated Baptist Press

www.allianceofbaptists.org


www.abpnews.com
Baptist Joint Comm. for Religious Liberty
Baptist Peace Fellowship 
www.bjcpa.org



www.bpfna.org
Baptist Women in Ministry


Baptists Today

www.bwim.info



www.baptiststoday.org
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

CBF of Georgia

www.thefellowship.info


www.cbfga.org
Georgia Baptist Convention


Smyth & Helwys Publishing

www.gabaptist.org



www.helwys.com
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Association of Professional Chaplains
Amer. Assoc. of Christian Counselors
www.professionalchaplains.org

www.aacc.net
Amer. Assoc. of Christian Schools

Amer. Assoc. of Pastoral Counselors

www.aacs.org




www.aapc.org
Association of Christian Schools Intl.
Corporate Chaplains of America
http://www.acsi.org/web2003/

www.iamchap.org




Dept. of Veterans Affairs Chaplains 

Federation of Fire Chaplains

www.chaplain.med.va.gov/chaplain

www.ffcfirechaplains.org
Hospital Chaplains’ Ministry


Intl. Conference of Police Chaplains

www.hcmachaplains.org


www.icpc4cops.org
Military Chaplains Assoc. of the U.S.
Natl. Assoc. of Church Business Admin.

www.mca-usa.org



www.nacba.net
National Christian Counselors Association
Religion Newswriters Association

www.ncca.org




www.religionwriters.com

WEBSITES WITH EMPLOYMENT LINKS
www.baptiststoday.org


www.christiancentury.org


www.christianet.com



www.christianitytoday.com

www.christianjobs.com


www.churchjobs.net


www.churchjobsonline.com


www.churchstaffing.com

www.idealist.org



www.ministrycareers.com

www.ministryemployment.com

www.ministryjobs.com
BOOKS
Calling and Character: Virtues of the Ordained Life by William H. Willimon

Callings: Finding and Following an Authentic Life by Gregg Levoy*
Do What You Are: Discover the Perfect Career for You Through the Secrets of Personality Type by Paul D. Tieger and Barbara Barron-Tieger*
A Dresser of Sycamore Trees: The Finding of a Ministry by Garret Keizer

Let Your Life Speak by Parker Palmer

Opportunities in Religious Service Careers by John Oliver Nelson

Personality Type and Religious Leadership by Roy M. Oswald and Otto Kroeger

Sorting It Out: Discerning God’s Call to Ministry by Alice R. Cullinan
The Undiscovered Self by Carl Jung*
What Color Is Your Parachute by Richard Bolles*
The Wounded Healer by Henri J. M. Nouwen

Your Ministry’s Next Call by Gary Fenton

The Big Book of Job Descriptions for Ministry:  Identifying Opportunities and Clarifying Expectations for Ministry by Larry Gilbert and Cindy Spear*

*In the Career Resource Library located in the ACC building, Suite 318.
